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Abstract - Local governments are essential for reaching climate neutrality goals since they
serve as both process coordinators and implementers, as well as public stakeholders. One
way to assess the potential impact of various local policy measures is to use the scenario
analysis approach. Although it is an important approach for supporting local climate
policy decisions, municipalities frequently deal with limited capacity, a lack of data, and
complex planning processes; therefore, the practical application of this approach is limited.
The study's goal is to investigate how the decision support tool developed as part of the
CommitClimate project can be used to analyse climate policy scenarios in different municipal
contexts. The analysis focuses on using the tool to understand emission sources, study policy
scenarios, as well as supporting strategic discussions and development of final planning
documents. The paper draws on actual examples from several Latvian municipalities with
varying planning experience, institutional context, and data availability. The proposed
tool assessed each municipality's emissions in various sectors, including buildings,
public infrastructure, waste management, passenger and freight transportation, energy
production, and others. The results demonstrated that the proposed decision support
tool allows for the identification of municipal development priorities. The comparison of
different municipalities, among other things, allowed to identify the main benefits and
limitations of using the decision support tool at the local level, as well as the factors that
influence its practical application. The study's findings add to the research on local climate
management and decision support systems, while also providing practical insights for tool
makers and municipalities.
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Use of a decision-support tool to support climate policy scenario analysis and strategic decision-making at the
municipal level
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